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Bird City Saint Paul 

 

The City of Saint Paul is committed to maintaining and creating bird habitat, bird 

conservation, and access to birds through nature and educational programming through various 

collaborations between City departments (Education, Forestry, etc.) and private (Audubon 

affiliates, Minnesota Ornithologists Union, etc.) groups. These collaborations have resulted in 

exciting culminations the City is proud to be recognized for through the Bird City program such 

as the Como Woodland Outdoor Classroom and Audubon’s Lights Out, just to name a few. 

Additionally, each year the City of Saint Paul celebrates the return of our yearly migrants and 

year-round resident bird species through the Urban Birding Festival. The festival is punctuated 

by an International Migratory Bird Day celebration.  

 

https://www.stpaul.gov/


Category I: Educate and engage people in birding and 

conservation 

  

 BP #1: Increase awareness of birds in your community 

 

The City of Saint Paul created a checklist of Birds of Saint 

Paul available online and uses the checklist to encourage citizens 

to record birds seen and heard during programs in parks, 

particularly at volunteer habitat restoration events.  
 

BP #2: Involve residents in conservation and 

stewardship projects 

 

Restoration projects occurring in Saint Paul’s parks 

are visited by millions of park users annually. Through 

interpretive signage, press releases, social media, and formal 

tours, Saint Paul Parks strives to provide high-quality, 

educational experiences to all visitors of the natural areas in 

our parks. All natural resource restoration projects include a 

component of volunteer involvement because of the culture of 

conservation and sense of ownership that it fosters in the community.  

 Saint Paul Parks hosts 60+ volunteer events, engaging up to 4,000 community volunteers, 

annually – all of which include time for environmental interpretation.  

 Parks hosts a volunteer event, annually, on National Public Lands Day. In 2015, 53 

volunteers worked to remove invasive brush at Hidden Falls Regional Park to assist with 

a 59-acre floodplain forest enhancement project in an area that supports nesting 

Prothonotary warblers.  

 

Saint Paul Parks and Recreation has two ongoing volunteer programs for committed 

individual volunteers.  

 First are the RESTORATION SUPERVISORS whom work closely with staff to help 

improve and maintain areas of high ecological significance in Saint Paul. Restoration 

Supervisors assist with supervising volunteers during large habitat restoration events. 

They may also lead small volunteer events in the absence of staff.  

 Second are the ECOSTEWARDS whom are individuals and small groups who are 

dedicated to preserving, protecting and restoring natural areas and vital ecosystems. More 

about these volunteer programs and others can be found here.  

 

BP #3: Educate and engage youth audiences  

 

The City of Saint Paul Parks and Recreation’s Environmental Education 

program serves over 3,500 people of all ages per year. The program connects 

urban dwellers to nature in order to promote environmental literacy and address 

racial disparities in access to nature and outdoor recreation.  

 Along with Audubon Minnesota, Saint Paul organized the annual Urban 

Birding Festival (UBF) of the Twin Cities, a metro-wide series of events 

https://www.stpaul.gov/sites/default/files/Media%20Root/Parks%20%26%20Recreation/ChecklistMNBirds-SPPRAudubonMN.pdf
https://www.stpaul.gov/departments/parks-recreation/natural-resources/volunteer-resources/ongoing-volunteers


celebrating urban birds. The Saint Paul UBF’s events in 2016 included bird-related 

storytimes at local libraries, the EcoArts Festival, and the Take Aim at Summer Fun 

festival.  

 The Environmental Education program also organizes the Phalen Freeze Fest, an annual 

winter festival centered around the Ojibwe legend of Shingebiss, the merganser duck. 

The festival incorporates theater, giant puppetry, art, outdoor recreation, and 

environmental education.  

 Lastly, birding was also featured in multiple programs including ExploraTots preschool 

nature classes, Owl Prowl classes for families, and the Parks after Dark night hike.  

 

In addition to the 

various programs and events 

the City of Saint Paul hosts to 

support access to nature and 

outdoor recreation through 

birding, Saint Paul and 

Audubon MN offered a Flying 

WILD curriculum workshop to 

Saint Paul educators serving 

youth of color and youth from 

low-income families. This was 

made possible with support 

from the Minnesota 

Ornithologists Union. 

 

 

 

 

 

Saint Paul Audubon Society augments the efforts made on behalf of the City of Saint 

Paul, Audubon MN and the Minnesota Ornithologists Union by hosting a week-long birding 

camp yearly through in Como Park. 

 

BP #5: Ensure access to nature  

 

In 2015, Saint Paul was recognized by the Trust for Public Land as the number one park 

system in the nation. This ranking is based on access to parkland, median park size, percentage 

of land devoted to parks, park spending per resident, and existence of various amenities. In Saint 

Paul, 96% of residents live within a 10-minute walk of a park. 

 

Despite this accolade, the City of Saint Paul continues to actively identify and remedy 

gaps in Saint Paul’s system of parks, trails, and open spaces with the acquisition of new sites for 

recreation centers, parks and bike/pedestrian trails, the passage of the Great River Passage 

Master Plan system of 17 miles and 3500 acres of parks and trails along Mississippi River and 

several other connecting paths planned. There are Nice Ride bicycle lease racks in parks, electric 

vehicle charging stations and solar power installations at various locations. 

The Education coordinator for Saint Paul Parks 

helps to lead a Flying WILD curriculum workshop.  

https://www.stpaul.gov/departments/parks-recreation/about-us/parks-recreation-commission/great-river-passage-plan
https://www.stpaul.gov/departments/parks-recreation/about-us/parks-recreation-commission/great-river-passage-plan


 

The City of Saint Paul’s Environmental Education program also works to promote 

traditionally underserved communities visiting and birding in parks. Some actions follow: 

 The Park Ambassador program breaks down barriers to park access by introducing 

underrepresented groups to park spaces, providing information about park rules and 

wildlife, and offering transportation and equipment (such as binoculars) for park outings.  

 The sPARK program connects youth from low 

income families and communities of color to 

parks in an 8-week summer program focused on 

environmental learning and stewardship. 

 Several intergenerational special events are held 

each year to introduce residents to park spaces 

and outdoor recreation opportunities. The 

Environmental Education program partners with 

other governmental agencies such as the DNR 

and community organizations such as Urban 

Roots to offer events including Take Aim at 

Summer Fun, National Public Lands Day 

Celebration, Phalen Freeze Fest, and the Urban 

Birding Festival. Activities include using 

spotting scopes to see eagles on the nest, 

archery, canoeing, cooking over a fire, hiking, 

biking, and climbing.  
 

 

 

Another proud feature of the City of Saint Paul’s 

public parkland is the Como Woodland Outdoor 

Classroom, a guidebook for which was completed in 2016 

with Legacy funding support from the Minnesota 

Historical Society, featuring natural and cultural history 

information about the park as well as interpretive post 

content for 27 posts in the Outdoor Classroom. The 

classroom is accessible via paved and gravel trails. 

 

 

An important vehicle for the City of Saint Paul to 

continue to develop public parkland is the Parkland 

Dedication Ordinance that allows the city to plan and 

budget for new parkland in new development areas. 

The City uses various funding sources (the biannual Capital 

Improvement Budget, combined with regional park CIP and Legacy 

Amendment funding, plus other grant sources [FHWA, EPA, PCA, etc.]) to fund 

acquisitions and improvements. For example, the City of Saint Paul is working on priority areas 

of former Ford plant, planning various scenarios, Light Rail Transit, acquisition and planning for 

Frogtown Farms, Victoria, Great River Passage, design for Grand Round parkway and trail 

A Saint Paul Parks educator works with a group of 

students at Como Woodland Outdoor Classroom.  

https://www.stpaul.gov/sites/default/files/Media%20Root/Parks%20%26%20Recreation/CWOC_Guidebook.rev2-16-16_reducedsize.pdf
https://www.stpaul.gov/sites/default/files/Media%20Root/Parks%20%26%20Recreation/CWOC_Guidebook.rev2-16-16_reducedsize.pdf


system to begin, as outlined in the Parks and Recreation System Plan. System Plan goals include 

More Relevant, More Connected, and More Sustainable.  

 

Category II: Protect, restore and enhance bird habitat 

 

BP #6: Practice conservation planning  

 

The City of Saint Paul became a Step 3 GreenStep City in 2016 and resolved to 

implement selected GreenStep Cities best practices that will result in energy use reduction, 

economic savings, quality of life improvements, and reduction in greenhouse gas emissions.  

 

The City of Saint Paul signed a U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Urban 

Conservation Treaty for Migratory Birds (UBT) in 2011 in partnership with 

the Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board and Audubon Minnesota. The 

overriding focus of UBT project work is to ensure the Twin Cities becomes 

an increasingly effective and attractive sanctuary for resident, breeding and 

migratory birds.  

 

The Parks and Recreation section of the City’s Comprehensive Plan speaks specifically to 

open spaces and natural-resources protection. The exact language says: 3.10. Pursue 

opportunities and partnerships to acquire land specifically for open space and natural-resource 

protection, especially: 

 Areas containing species included on the State or Federal list of endangered or threatened 

species;  

 Areas representing significant landforms, native plant communities, or sensitive habitat;  

 Areas that connect existing components of the open-space network; and  

 Areas adjacent to existing parkland/open space. 

 

BP #7: Create and protect habitat 

 

In 2015, the Saint Paul Parks and Recreation Environmental Services unit managed $500,000 

in grant funding to directly support ecological restoration and native habitat enhancement of the 

City’s natural park areas across 150+ acres. Significant staff investment and extensive use of 

community volunteer labor drive down the projects’ cost per acre. Projects that focus on habitat 

creation, protection and improvement include: 

 Invasive species control, including buckthorn, Tartarian honeysuckle, garlic mustard, 

spotted knapweed, wild parsnip, Canada thistle and many more invasive and noxious 

weed species across 150 acres. 

 Erosion and sediment control is a component of every project to protect the State’s water 

resources. 

 Prescribed burning across 20 acres of native habitat annually. 

 Revegetation efforts utilizing local ecotype plant material across thirty to sixty acres 

annually. 

 

 

  

https://www.stpaul.gov/departments/parks-recreation/about-us/plans-and-reports/system-plan
http://greenstep.pca.state.mn.us/cityInfo.cfm?CTU_code=2396511
http://www.fws.gov/midwest/midwestbird/ubtmsp/
http://www.fws.gov/midwest/midwestbird/ubtmsp/


 

 

BP #8: Promote use of native and beneficial plant species 

 

The Saint Paul Audubon Society organizes and hosts an annual Native Plant Expo and 

Market. In June 2016, “The Landscape Revival” offered gardeners one convenient location to 

shop for Minnesota native plants from 12 local native growers and the opportunity to learn from 

conservation organization about the benefits of native plants.  

 

The goal of Landscape Revival is to promote the use of native plants by education 

residents about their benefits for wildlife habitat, pollinators and water quality. The event is 

sponsored by Saint Paul Audubon, Capitol Region Watershed District, Wild Ones, Blue Thumb 

and Ramsey Washington Metro Watershed District.  

 

BP #9: Control invasive and detrimental species 

 

Saint Paul Parks and Recreation staff participates in the Ramsey County Cooperative 

Weed Management Area (RCCWMA) program. The program is a cooperative relationship 

between government agencies, individual landowners, non-profit organizations and other 

interested groups working to manage invasive plants that negatively impact natural lands, 

parks and open spaces in Ramsey County. As a participant in this group we set goals for which 

plants to actively manage and share techniques for eradication.  

 

As the number of deer in certain Saint Paul neighborhoods exceeds the number of deer 

that a given area of land can support over an extended period of time while still maintaining 

ecological health, the City maintains the deer population at a more tolerable level through special 

permit deer hunts since 1994. The eating habits and habitat selection of urban deer can lead to 

frequent human-deer encounters. The diet of white-tailed deer consists of leafy, green vegetation 

during the growing season, including wildflowers and other herbaceous plants and the leaves of 

trees and shrubs.  In the dormant season, their diet changes to browse, which includes the twigs 

and buds of deciduous plants and the green vegetation of evergreen plants.  Studies indicate they 

can eat 614 different kinds of food and consume approximately 5% of their body weight daily.  

 

BP #10: Create and protect nesting opportunities 

 

Saint Paul Parks and Recreation has a dedicated group of volunteers who have 

maintained a trail of nesting structures for bluebirds since 2009. In 2015, the nesting success rate 

was 69% with 54 birds reaching fledgling status. Between Lake Como, Lake Phalen, Crosby 

Photos © Saint Paul Audubon Society  

http://saintpaulaudubon.org/events/2016/06/native-plant-expo-and-market
http://saintpaulaudubon.org/events/2016/06/native-plant-expo-and-market
https://www.ramseycounty.us/residents/environment/ramsey-conservation-district/cooperative-weed-management-area
https://www.ramseycounty.us/residents/environment/ramsey-conservation-district/cooperative-weed-management-area


Lake and the Bruce Vento Nature Sanctuary, Parks 

maintains 24 Wood Duck boxes. Bedding is 

replaced annually in the spring and evidence of 

nesting success is found in approximately 30% of 

the boxes. A kestrel box was placed at the Bruce 

Vento Nature Sanctuary in 2012 and had a 

successful nesting pair that same year.  It has been 

inactive since then. 

 

BP #11: Certify your community as a Tree 

City USA 

 

Saint Paul has been a certified Tree City 

USA for 36 years. The Forestry Unit of Parks and 

Recreation is responsible for over 500,000 public 

property trees throughout the city, 130,000 on street 

rights-of-way alone. As part of this responsibility, 

Forestry deals with all boulevard and park tree 

inventory, planting, maintenance and removal, 

trimming, storm clean up, wood recycling, disease 

monitoring, education and outreach. Forestry also 

works to responsibly choose the tree species are is 

proud to say that more than two-thirds of the trees 

the City plants are native or cultivars of native tree 

types and beneficial to birds. Additionally, at least five forestry staff members are certified tree 

inspectors, and all interns receive training and certification before they inspect trees. As part of a 

project funded by the Environment and Natural Resources Trust Fund (ENRTF) through the 

Legislative -Citizens Commision on Minnesota Resources (LCCMR), the city will recruit and 

train volunteers and offer this certification exam to them beginning in July 2016.  

 

BP #12: Ensure clean water in natural waterways 

 

The City of Saint Paul supports a multi-party conversation around improving water 

quality. The Saint Paul Regional Water Services (SPRWS) provides a quarterly newsletter, 

Customer Service Connections, for customers. SPRWS also provides frequent water 

conservation educational materials to its customers. The City also has a Water Resource 

Working Group, and inter-departmental team, whom meet regularly to collaborate and provide 

guidance on city's water resource management programs. The City has also sent its Water 

Resource Coordinator to national conferences around water management practices. The 

Comprehensive Plan Water Chapter is itself a public information document that summarizes 

water issues and policy directions. The City of Saint Paul has also created a policy for design and 

maintenance for raingardens in the right-of-way, and also works with the Capitol Region 

Watershed District to promote and install boulevard rain gardens during street reconstruction 

projects.  

 

Nest-boxes are an important resource for 

prominent native bird species like the Eastern 

Bluebird nesting in Saint Paul 



The City is conducting research and design 

using structural soils and also Stockholm tree planting 

and stormwater infiltration method. Stormwater 

detention ponds are planned and implemented 

throughout City park system. The City uses low-

impact design that infiltrate or retain all 2-inch, 24-

hour stormwater events on site, such as CHS Field 

(Lowertown Ballpark), which reuses stormwater for 

infiltration, irrigation and gray water use.  

 

While the City has been taking steps to ensure 

clean water in the natural waterways at the  municipal 

level, it has not forgotten about the citizen’s household 

and has developed a Homeowner’s Guide for Creating 

Residential Rain Gardens. Additionally, shoreland 

restorations have been implemented on Como Lake 

and Phalen Lake, as well as ponds in Phalen Golf 

Course and all the City golf courses, which improve 

the spaces for the public and natural visitors.  

 

Category III: Reduce threats to birds 

 

BP #15: Reduce light pollution 

 

The City of Saint Paul has taken four notable steps towards reducing the amount of light 

pollution it emits each night that may affect its local birds as well as any seasonal migrators.  

 Nine tall buildings in downtown Saint Paul participate in the Audubon’s Lights Out 

program, including some of the most iconic structures of the downtown skyline, to save 

energy and to save birds!  

 Parking ramp lights have been replaced high pressure sodium lighting with fluorescent. 

At the Science Museum and RiverCentre ramps, there is automatic dimming lighting. 

 Regarding stoplights, all greens, reds, and “don’t walk” lights have been replaced with 

LEDs; many of the other indications are done or are in a conversion stage. All new 

installations are LEDs. 

 The City does not require Dark-Sky compliant fixtures, however, they are considered 

when replacements are needed. The City has been installing LED fixtures in most of our 

newest installations but have not adopted this as a defined policy. We have replaced 

1,500 fixtures with both state and federal funding, as well as City contributions. We are 

replacing between 500 and 800 more fixtures in high speed/high volume roadway areas 

this year. 

 

  

https://www.stpaul.gov/DocumentCenter/View2/79188.pdf
https://www.stpaul.gov/DocumentCenter/View2/79188.pdf
http://mn.audubon.org/conservation/participating-buildings


BP #17: Reduce the threat of pesticides and other toxins 

 

The City of Saint Paul passed a council resolution in January 2016 outlining the city's 

commitment to being pollinator-friendly. As a part of this resolution, the City will take many 

actions including: 

 Direct all city departments to develop or update an Integrated Pest Management (IPM) 

program 

 Provide city employees routine education that promotes pollinator protection and habitat 

 Eliminate the use of neonicitinoid insecticides and other pesticides harmful to pollinators 

on city grounds (specific exceptions are allowed) 

 Explore piloting an alternative pest management system at a golf course or athletic field 

 Reduce or eliminate pesticide use when reasonable alternatives are available 

 Require all city departments to properly dispose of neonicitinoid pesticides (or in the 

case of exceptions, to inventory the products and apply according to best practices) 

 When possible, source plant material and trees from nurseries that do not use 

neonicitinoids or other pesticides proven harmful to pollinators 

 Communicate to the public, through City websites, signage, and other means, efforts to 

protect pollinators including the delineation of parks and public spaces that are pesticide 

free zones 

 Encourage property owners in Saint Paul to reduce or eliminate pesticide use and plant 

more pollinator-friendly plants 

 

Future Plans 

 

As a part of the City’s 2016 pollinator-friendly resolution all departments have been 

directed to develop or update an Integrated Pest Management (IPM) program that requires site 

inspections, monitoring and prevention strategies, an evaluation on the need for pest control, and 

when pest control is warranted the use of structural, mechanical, biological, organic, and other 

nonchemical methods will be utilized first. If these methods are found to be ineffective, 

sustainable strategies will be employed that minimize economic, health, and environmental risks. 


