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Last summer, meteorologists warned
that winter would be colder than usual,
and others forecast an invasion of boreal
finches. The first prediction was certainly
evident in the lowest average Christmas
Bird Count day temperatures and high-
est snow depths in many years. This
probably had a direct impact on
results—there were fewer counts (46,

after a five-year run of 49 or 50), at least
two cancelled because of weather. Also,
total number of observers and total
miles and hours walked and driven were
the lowest in at least 20 years. The low-
est total species count in almost a decade
(167, plus 7 during count week) indi-
cates that some species were also affected
by the early cold and snow. Yet total
number of individuals counted (406,662)
was the highest ever, so some species
were clearly not deterred. 

Fresh waters were more frozen than
usual, but the ever-open coastal waters
kept counts of most waterfowl within
recent ranges. There were more than
ever Lesser Scaup, but the recent
increase of Harlequin Duck became

stalled, and counts of Eurasian Green-
winged Teal and Wigeon, along with
Tufted Duck, were a little below their
recent highs. Somewhat distressingly,
the ratio of Mallard to American Black
Duck continued to rise to about one to
three this winter, and the record 149
hybrids counted certainly did not cap-
ture all those we know to be present.
Other hybrids included a Mallard x
Northern Pintail, a Common x Barrow’s
Goldeneye, and a more surprising
(although not unknown) two Barrow’s
Goldeneye x Hooded Merganser on the
Bonne Bay, NL, count. Notably, num-
bers of the regular loons and grebes were
the lowest in a decade or more, and
counts of both Northern Gannet and
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Double-crested Cormorant were also
lowest in 7 and 10 years, respectively.
The Great Cormorant total, however,
was higher than usual, suggesting that
the less hardy others had departed with
the early onset of real winter. The same
may have been true of Great Blue
Heron, which produced its lowest total
since 1995. Other marsh birds were in
similarly paltry numbers, although the
first regional Virginia Rail since 1982 was
relished on the Halifax-Dartmouth, NS,
count. An unidentified large shearwater
with features of Cory’s on the Louisbourg,
NS, count could have been a regional
CBC first, but a well-photographed
Magnificent Frigatebird on the stormy
day after the Halifax-Dartmouth, NS,
count was surely a CBC first for Canada. 

Shorebirds were in low numbers, and
a few regulars like yellowlegs and White-
rumped Sandpiper were missing. Of
some interest was a second regional
CBC Willet at Glace Bay, NS, a
“Western” (from photos), as expected.
Counts of Black-headed, Herring, and
Ring-billed gulls were the lowest in 10
to 15 years. They may have moved
southward, as totals of Great Black-
backed, Glaucous, and Iceland gulls
were within recent limits. In contrast, 28
Lesser Black-backed Gulls (almost all in
NL) doubled the previous record,
reflecting the continuing wider trend.
Another exception was a near-record
3016 Bonaparte’s Gulls, almost all
around Machias Seal Island, NB. That
island, at the mouth of the Bay of
Fundy, also accounted for almost all of
the large (but not record) totals of 4442
Black-legged Kittiwakes and 3341
Razorbills. Except for 3413 Dovekies
(almost all on the St. John’s, NL, count),
other alcids were in paltry numbers. 

Among non-passerine land birds, the
two native grouse remained at low ebb,
but there were more than usual Ring-
necked Pheasants in Nova Scotia and a
record number in New Brunswick. Gray
Partridge is almost extirpated (none
counted) from Nova Scotia, yet 59 were
found in Prince Edward Island, where
there were no pheasants except during

count week; an interaction? Most raptor
counts were within recent limits, but
there were record totals of Sharp-
shinned Hawk, Northern Goshawk, and
Peregrine Falcon, and counts of Rough-
legged Hawk and American Kestrel were
lowest in a decade. For the first time in
12 years there were no Snowy Owls,
except for one count week in New
Brunswick. The total for Belted
Kingfisher was the lowest in a decade,
which was not surprising given the lack
of open fresh water. Woodpeckers are
less troubled by weather, and Downy,
Hairy, and Northern flickers all had
record high totals, the last driven by an
astonishing 102 in St. John’s, NL.

Counts of most resident passerines
were not noteworthy. Some exceptions
included record numbers of Blue Jay and
American Crow, and the lowest counts
of Golden-crowned and Ruby-crowned
kinglets in some years. The recently
established Northern Cardinal was more
common than ever, although the House
Finch increase has apparently stalled. It
is doubtful that the single Tufted
Titmouse in wintry Edmundston, NB
(a regional CBC first since 1960), was a
harbinger of another such invasion. 

There was a limited show of western
vagrants this winter, but these included
the first regional Townsend’s Solitaire
(four individuals!) and a second regional
Bullock’s Oriole in St. John’s (also a first
ever for NL). Two birds possibly tinged
by western influence were a Fox Sparrow
at Mary’s Point, NB, with features sug-
gesting the Rockies subspecies (or
intergrade) altivagans, and a Pheucticus on
the White Point, NS, count, with possi-
ble features of both Rose-breasted and

Black-headed grosbeak. A Clay-colored
Sparrow and a record 18 White-crowned
Sparrows (the few identified were gambelii)
also came from somewhat further west.
In contrast, there were fewer than usual
laggard locals and “southern” vagrants
among the half-hardy warblers. For the first
time since 1990 Orange-crowned Warbler
was absent, except for a count week bird
in NB. The routine sparrows were also
found in below-average numbers. 

Finally, we can assess the promised
breakout of boreal species. Certainly
Bohemian Waxwings were among these,
with the highest total ever. Most of our
resident “winter finches” did not seem
much augmented, but there were record
high totals of Pine Grosbeak and Red
Crossbill. However, the depletion of
boreal resources had other echoes. Snow
Bunting and Horned Lark apparently
bypassed those regions and produced
record totals here. And, of course, so did
redpolls, with the highest count
(15,350) of Common since 1992, and
the highest ever (32) of Hoary. The fun
of sorting out the two subspecies of each
became a winter pastime for birders. 
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The 108th Christmas Bird Count was
a relatively good season in Québec. A
total of 122 species were observed on
count day, of which 44 were aquatic
species (36 percent of all species), 18 were
raptors (hawks and owls; 15 percent),
and 60 were land birds (grouse, wood-
peckers, and passerines; 49 percent).

Thirty-three counts were completed
in Québec this year, plus the Ottawa-
Gatineau count, which is done half in
Québec and half in Ontario (assigned to
the Ontario region but included in this
analysis as well). Although four new counts
have been added in Québec this year, from
a national point of view the province still
has a very poor per capita performance of
one count per 226,000 inhabitants,
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compared to the Canadian average of
one count per 88,000 inhabitants.

The most popular count day was
December 15th with 16 counts, fol-
lowed by December 29th with six
counts. Weather conditions severely
affected some counts, namely Forillon,
Ottawa-Gatineau, and Québec City,
where strong winds and heavy snowfall
hampered observation conditions. In
total, there were 847 participants dis-
tributed over the 34 counts, of which
708 were in the field and 139 at feeders.
Montréal had the highest number of
field observers (80), followed by
Ottawa-Gatineau (75).

As for the birds, the 122 species ob-
served in Québec counts totaled 211,489
individuals. Among Québec counts,
Saint-Jean-sur-le-Richelieu ranked first
with 39,596 birds, mostly the result of
the presence of its large crow roost
(30,580 birds were American Crows).
Granby ranked second with 35,282
birds (of which 30,244 were crows), and
Ottawa-Gatineau third with 16,172
birds. Montréal ranked first in the
number of species (61), followed by
Lennoxville (59), and, tied, Longueuil and
Laval-Ahuntsic (57). Those scores are well
below last year’s counts, where the high-
est number of species was 82, and eight
other counts reported 65 species or more.

Two bird species were reported in all
counts: Black-capped Chickadee and
Common Raven. The total number of
individuals (Québec region, excluding
Ottawa-Gatineau) was more than
10,000 in four species: American Crow
(71,322), European Starling (17,704),
Rock Pigeon (14,230), and Black-
capped Chickadee (12,594).

If we look at threatened species, the
total of 340 Barrow’s Goldeneyes
remains far below the mark of 789 birds
established in the 105th count. The 340
birds were distributed in four counts:
Tadoussac (291), Perce (46), Montréal
(2), and Forillon (1). Twenty-seven
Harlequin Ducks were seen: Perce (14);
Forillon (11), Montréal (1), and Ottawa-
Gatineau (1). Two imperilled birds of
prey did better this year than last year: 38
Bald Eagles and 44 Cooper’s Hawks were
seen in Québec counts this year. On the
other hand, the Peregrine Falcon
dropped from 20 to 6 individuals.

Regarding the highlights, I should
point out the following: 142 Snow
Geese (Laval-Ahuntsic; the only ones
reported this year in Québec counts), one
Wood Duck (Lac Brome), one Pied-billed
Grebe (Saint-Jean-sur-le-Richelieu),
three Gyrfalcons (1 in Perce and 2 in
Tadoussac), one Purple Sandpiper
(Magdalen Islands), one Wilson’s Snipe

(Québec), one Mew Gull (Montréal), two
Lesser Black-backed Gulls (Lennoxville),
six Black-legged Kittiwakes (4 in Perce,
1 in Forillon, and 1 in Magdalen
Islands), one Thick-billed Murre
(Magdalen Islands), two Razorbills
(Magdalen Islands), two Red-bellied
Woodpeckers (Mirabel and Montréal),
four Carolina Wrens (Beauce-Sud,
Longueuil, Montréal, and Saint-Jean-sur-
le-Richelieu), one Northern Mockingbird
(Longueuil), one Gray Catbird (Ottawa-
Gatineau), one Pine Warbler (Perce),
one Chipping Sparrow (Beauce-Sud,
documented with a photo), one White-
crowned Sparrow (Lennoxville), one
Rose-breasted Grosbeak (Magdalen
Islands), and two European Goldfinches
(Longueuil, probably escaped). 

In last year’s CBC report, I provided a
brief trend analysis for the Common
Raven and American Crow. I mentioned
that the 55,800 crows observed in Québec
in the 107th count represented 4.4 per-
cent of the 1,261,395 crows totaled in
Canada and United States in that year; I
concluded that bids were open to pre-
dict the percentage that we could reach
in the next years. Thus, when looking at
this year results, which show a 26 percent
increase in crow numbers compared to
last year (71,322 vs. 55,800 crows in
Québec), and considering they now total
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5.9 percent of the 1,198,123 crows
totaled in Canada and United States this
year (compared to 4.4 percent last year),
one could conclude that this is a matter
for serious thought. But what should we
conclude about other species such as the
Canada Goose, whose numbers
dropped from 45,423 birds last year to
only 779 birds this year, a 98 percent
decrease? Is that of concern? Probably
not. You will agree with me that this
could be just the consequence of a cold
autumn that forced the geese to migrate
south of the border sooner that in the
last year. Not so for the crows.
Obviously, population trends should be
interpreted in the long term.
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The 108th Christmas Bird Counts
were held in Ontario this past December
and January. The count period was char-
acterized by much colder temperatures
than in the same period last year—
winter storms severely hampered or
postponed many counts. A poor seed
crop in the northern and central por-
tions of the province resulted in records
of winter finches much farther south
than normally noted. The Port Burwell-
Vienna count produced not one, but two,
rare winter warblers: Yellow-throated
and Black-throated Gray. Both were
seen by many observers across the south-
ern part of the province and were well
documented.

A total of 111 out of 126 established
circles had complete data reported this
year, with three new counts contributing
data: Alfred-Montebello and Mattawa in
the Central East and Linwood in the
Central West regions. Red Lake in the
Northwest returned to the fold again.
Snow was recorded in the majority of
count circles this year, and very few
counts recorded temperatures above the
freezing mark. Conditions, particularly
in the south, were much more severe

than in recent years. Open water was
limited to larger bodies of water, and
waterfowl were not as widespread as last
year’s count period.

During the 108th CBC period in
Ontario, a total of 2598 people partici-
pated in the field, down almost 300
participants, likely due to the harsher
weather conditions. An additional 1073
people spent 2123.5 hours watching
feeders, on par with last year. The par-
ticipants logged a total of 40,577.27
party miles, down approximately 5000,
and a total of 7829.75 party hours were
logged, down almost 1000 from last
year. All regions had active owling in
pre-count hours; a total of 165.25 hours
and 686.72 miles were logged. A total of
1,102,674 individual birds of 173 dif-
ferent species were recorded, not
surprisingly down 14 species from the
107th count period.

Long Point led the field this year, with
109 species reporting, followed by
Hamilton with 103 species and
Blenheim with 100 species, though one
of the usual front-runners, Kingston,
did not report this year.

The Black-throated Gray Warbler
found on the Port Burwell-Vienna
count was the second record for the
Ontario region, while the Yellow-throat-
ed Warbler found in the same count
circle was the fifth record. There were a
few other regional highlights that will be
noted in the summaries below.

In the Northwest, 11 counts reported,
up one from last year, with Red Lake
included again. The area produced
24,498 individuals and 67 different
species, an increase in numbers and
decrease in diversity of species. Thunder
Bay led the area with 43 species, fol-
lowed by Nipigon-Red Rock with 31
and Kenora with 30 species.
Temperatures for counts in the area
ranged from a high of 43 degrees
Fahrenheit at Mountain Chutes to a low
of -20 degrees Fahrenheit in Eagle River.
The majority of counts reported still
water frozen; while moving water was
frozen to partly open. Snow depth
ranged from 3 inches in Thunder Bay to

a maximum depth of 23.8 inches recorded
at Nipigon-Red Rock. In all, 64 partici-
pants spent 280 hours in the field (down
from last year), split into a maximum of
49 parties. They clocked a total of
1767.28 miles for the area, up from last
year. One hour was spent owling, during
which 3 miles were logged. Feederwatchers
were again active with 154 participants
logging 140.25 hours. These efforts gar-
nered 87.5 birds per party hour.

In general, waterfowl counts were
limited due to the mostly frozen condi-
tions. Significant sightings include
Northern Cardinal (1) and Rusty
Blackbird (1) at Atikokan; Mallard
and Yellow-bellied Sapsucker at Eagle
River; Pied-billed Grebe, Mourning
Dove, and Rusty Blackbird at Kenora;
Northern Cardinal at Morson; and
Mallard, Common Grackle, and Rusty
Blackbird at Red Lake. 

In the Northeast, seven counts report-
ed, with Chapleau again included. A
total of 73 species, down 7 species from
last year, and 16,311 individuals, also
down from last year, were reported in
this area. Sault Saint Marie led the area
again this year with 63 species noted,
followed by Sudbury with 43 and
Marathon with 26 species, respectively.
All the counts in this area reported day-
time highs below the freezing mark,
much more typical than last year. All still
water was reported to be frozen in the
Northeast this year, and most moving
water was partially open to frozen. There
was snow in all parts of the Northeast,
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ranging from 0.8 inches in Sault Saint
Marie to 24.2 inches in Wawa. A total of
127 participants were in the field during
the count period, and they logged a total
of 1630.24 miles. Once again, Sault
Saint Marie was the only count with
active owling, logging two hours and
just over six miles. The number of feeder-
watchers was high again this year, with
52 observers logging 122.25 hours.
Efforts in this area garnered 56 birds per
party hour, on par with last year.

Waterfowl sightings were concentrated
in Sault Saint Marie and Sudbury as usual
and very limited in other areas, due to
lack of open water. Significant sightings
for the area included Common Grackle at
Chapleau, American Three-toed Woodpecker
and Fox Sparrow at Marathon, and
Chipping Sparrow at Sudbury.

The Central West area had 21 counts
reporting this year, with a new count
established at Linwood. A total of
183,578 individuals were recorded by
531 participants; this effort reflected
fewer individuals but more participants.
The 250 parties spent 1513.5 party
hours in the field and logged 8331.13
party miles. Almost half of the count cir-
cles conducted owling in the area, with
33.75 hours spent and 280.947 miles
traveled. Also, 165 people watched their
feeders for 340 hours, both numbers up
from last year’s totals. The effort garnered

121 birds per party hour in the field. 
Counts in the area produced a total of

118 species overall, down 9 from last
year. Peel-Halton led the field again this
year with 84 species, followed by Owen
Sound with 66 and Cambridge with 64.
Only five counts registered high temper-
atures above the freezing point, leading
to very little open water. Two counts
reported no snow; the rest of the area had
depths up to the 15.6 inches in Linwood. 

Winter finches were widespread
throughout the Central West this year
due to poor seed crops further north.
Significant sightings in the area included

the following: Eastern Bluebird at
Bradford-West Gwilimbury; Red-breast-
ed Merganser and Red-necked Grebe
in Cambridge; Mute Swan, Wilson’s
Snipe, and Northern Mockingbird in
Guelph; Golden Eagle in Hanover-
Walkerton; Red-headed Woodpecker,
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker, Oregon
Junco, and Hoary Redpoll in Kitchener;
Hoary Redpoll and Pine Grosbeak
in Linwood; American Wigeon at
Mindemoya; Green-winged Teal, Eastern
Bluebird, and Evening Grosbeak at
Owen Sound; Black-crowned Night-
Heron, Northern Gannet, and Pine
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Warbler at Peel-Halton; American
Woodcock and Bohemian Waxwing at
Richmond Hill; Golden Eagle and
Bohemian Waxwing at Saugeen Shores;
Muscovy Duck (exotic) at Stratford;
and Red-headed Woodpecker and
Hoary Redpoll at Woodstock.

The Central East area had 46 counts
report this year, with new counts at
Albert-Montebello and Mattawa;
Kingston, Parry Sound, and Killahoe
did not report. A total of 215,944 indi-
vidual birds were reported this year by
1015 participants in the field; addition-
ally, 556 feederwatchers logged 1261.5
hours. As with other parts of the
province, weather conditions were cold-
er than in the previous year, and snow
was reported from all counts except
Thousand Islands. Seed crops were
noted as poor by many counts in this
area. The counts in the Central East
were characterized by temperatures well
below freezing, with the majority of
counts reporting still water completely
frozen. In Kingston’s absence, Presqu’ile
led the area with 70 species, followed by
64 at Amherst Island and 60 at the
Thousand Islands count. The area pro-
duced 134 species, with participants
logging 17,831.7 party miles during
3155 total party hours, producing 68 birds
per party hour. Owling was conducted
on just over half of the counts in this
area, logging 48.5 hours and 226 miles. 

Winter finches were more widespread
through the area this year, with Hoary
Redpolls recorded in many circles.
Significant sightings included the fol-
lowing: Eastern Towhee at Amherst
Island; Golden Eagle and Hoary Redpoll
at Beaverton; Hoary Redpoll at Burk’s
Falls; Blue-winged Teal at Caledon;
Merlin at Dunrobin-Breckenbridge;
Varied Thrush at Dryden; Hoary
Redpoll and Ring-necked Pheasant at
Minden; Yellow-headed Blackbird at
North Bay (PH); Hoary Redpoll and
Wood Duck at Pakenham-Arnprior;
Belted Kingfisher at Elliot Lake; Pine
Warbler and Northern Mockingbird at
Presqu’ile; Merlin and Spruce Grouse at
Thousand Islands; and Rose-breasted

Grosbeak (count week) and Black-
backed Woodpecker at Uxbridge.

Finally, 24 counts reported in the
South, with North Shore reporting
again and Kettle Point and Wallaceburg
absent. A total of 662,343 individuals
were tallied during the counts by 822
observers in the field, both down from
last year, likely due to the poor weather
conditions. Most counts in this region
registered high temperatures above zero,
and snow was present on all but three
counts. Open water was found in most
areas with moving water, and still water
was frozen to partly open. A total of
10,892.02 party miles were logged dur-
ing the 2752 party hours in the field.
Most counts had owling activity—80
hours and 588.441 miles were recorded
in the area this year. An additional 144
observers logged 254.5 hours at feeders
in this area, both up from last year. The
efforts contributed 257 birds per party
hour, by far the highest in the region,
and 151 species.

Long Point again had the most
species recorded this year with 109
species, followed by Hamilton with 103
species and Blenheim with 100 species.
The rare warblers at Port Burwell-
Vienna were the highlight for the area.
The south had concentrations of water-
fowl again this year, but nowhere near
the numbers recorded in the 107th
count period. Winter finches were pres-
ent in greater numbers and diversity
than in the recent past. 

Highlights in the South include
Eared Grebe at Blenheim; Ross’s
Goose, jaeger sp., and Baltimore
Oriole at Cedar Creek; Black-crowned
Night-Heron at Fisherville; Sora at
Holiday Beach; Trumpeter Swan,
Double-crested Cormorant, Barred
Owl, and Yellow-bellied Sapsucker at
London; Common Redpoll at North
Shore; Brant, Townsend’s Solitaire, and
Pine Grosbeak at Point Pelee; Cackling
Goose, Red-necked Grebe, and Hoary
Redpoll at Port Hope; Bohemian
Waxwing and Pine Grosbeak at
Strathroy; and Hoary Redpoll and
Horned Lark at Toronto. 

Thanks to all for their efforts this year
and last. Keep sending your reports and
comments—they are much appreciated.
Good birding to you all!

PRAIRIE PROVINCES AND
NORTHERN CANADA
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Winnipeg, MB R3T 2L3
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Saskatchewan
Guy Wapple 
322 Gilliam Circle
Saskatoon, SK S7N 3R9
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Eighty-nine Christmas Bird Counts
were held in the region this year, three
less than last year: 17 in Manitoba, 24 in
Saskatchewan, 41 in Alberta, 5 in
Northwest Territories, and 2 in Nunavut.
A total of 129 species were reported: 76
in Manitoba, 85 in Saskatchewan, 117
in Alberta, 26 in Northwest Territories,
and 3 in Nunavut. Winnipeg, at 43
species, was toppled this year from its
usual top spot in Manitoba by Cypress
River’s impressive 44 species. Morden at
39 and Pinawa-Lac du Bonnet at 38 are
also pushing the 40-species barrier. In
Saskatchewan, Saskatoon topped the
counts with 44 species, with Estevan
coming in a surprise second at 37. In
Alberta, Calgary reported the most
species (67) followed by Edmonton (58). 

Manitoba’s drop in count numbers
was due to the demise of counts at Seine
Valley and Kleefeld. There were 60,768
birds of 76 species recorded. A Hooded
Merganser was also reported in count
week at Red River-St. Adolphe. Cold
weather early in December froze up any
open water and may have forced out lin-
gering half-hardy species. By contrast,
the CBC period was a (mostly) pleasant
exception, with compilers commenting
favorably on the temperatures. Snow
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levels were below normal, allowing for
better access to certain areas.

Only one species, Common Raven,
was found on all 17 counts, reflecting its
complete penetration into the agricul-
tural portions of the province. Manitoba
became the final western Canadian

province to record Eurasian Collared-
Dove on a CBC this year when four
were found at Dauphin and seven more
at Morden two weeks later. Waterfowl
were scarce, except the four species at
Pinawa, plus Winnipeg with its fairly
substantial Canada Goose and Mallard
populations. Overall, raptors were in
good numbers and included Sharp-
shinned Hawk at Cypress River,
Lyleton, and Winnipeg, all quite well
described; a Cooper’s Hawk at Morden
was reasonably convincing; Rough-
legged Hawk at Glenboro; Golden Eagle
at Lyleton and Morden; American
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Kestrel at Brandon; and Prairie Falcon at
Cypress River. Mourning Doves were
recorded at Dauphin and at Morden,
the same two CBCs with Eurasian
Collared-Doves.

Pinawa scored well with owls, with
Northern Hawk, Barred, and Great
Gray owls all recorded; another
Northern Hawk Owl was found at Oak
Hammock Marsh. Short-eared Owls
were at Winnipeg and in count week at
Delta Marsh; Red-bellied Woodpeckers
were at Brandon, Lyleton, and
Winnipeg, and in count week at
Morden. A few western thrushes were
found, with a Townsend’s Solitaire at
Cypress River, and in count week at
Selkirk; a Varied Thrush was at Cypress
River. Wintering native sparrow num-
bers, both of species and individuals,
were lower than the norms of recent
years. Winnipeg did record a double-
digit total for White-throated Sparrow,
but still slightly lower than in recent
years. An exception was Morden with
Fox and Harris’s sparrows. House
Finches seem to be declining across the
province, although it’s difficult to say
with certainty whether all the declines
are real or an artefact of circle coverage.

Evening Grosbeaks were at slightly
higher numbers than they have been in
recent years, although well below the
long-term average. Most of the other
species of what we normally consider to
be “winter” finches were in average
numbers or slightly below. Common
Redpolls were scarce in the east, but fair-
ly numerous on some western counts.
Pine Siskins were the exception, with
some high numbers on a few counts.
The same counts with high numbers of
siskins also had impressive numbers of
American Goldfinches.

With the Fort Walsh and Govenlock
counts again reporting from Cypress
Hills, the number of Saskatchewan
counts increased by one to 24.
Generally, temperatures remained
slightly above average during the count
period. Snow cover was much heavier in
eastern portions of the Province, but it
didn’t seem to affect the results. 

Continuing a general trend of the pre-
vious five years, waterfowl numbers were
down with 12 species represented.
Cackling Geese were noted at Gardiner
Dam for the fourth straight year—this
year’s total was 18. Estevan reported the
majority of the Canada Geese with
11,465. A pair of Greater Scaup at
Gardiner Dam was the sixth provincial
CBC record. A male Barrow’s Goldeneye
during count week at Saskatoon was only
the second CBC sighting. 

Upland game birds were also generally
down, but at 74, Ring-necked Pheasant
numbers at Estevan remained strong.
With 44, Creighton topped last year’s
record total of Willow Ptarmigan. The
rare Greater Sage-Grouse was represent-
ed by one bird in its traditional area at
Govenlock. A pair of American White
Pelicans toughed it out at Gardiner
Dam for the third count record and first
since 1996.

Raptor numbers increased slightly,
with 12 species reported. As usual, most
of the Bald Eagles remained at Gardiner
Dam. A single Red-tailed Hawk pho-
tographed at Saskatoon was most
unusual. After missing the list last year,
Rough-legged Hawks were reported
from three counts. The only Gyrfalcon
was seen at Saskatoon, while Prairie
Falcons showed up at three localities.

No longer a rarity, the Eurasian
Collared-Dove continues to increase in
number and expand its range. Swift
Current established a record high of 79
birds, while the species was reported from
Clark’s Crossing and the Qu’Appelle
Dam for the first time.

Northern owls were scarce, with the
only Great Gray in Prince Albert
National Park. A Red-bellied Woodpecker
at Yorkton was only the second CBC
record for the province. A count week
Mountain Chickadee at Eastend was
quite unusual, making it only the eighth
CBC bird. Both Nuthatches increased
in numbers, with a record 251 Red-
breasteds at Saskatoon smashing the old
high count. Conversely, Brown Creeper
and Golden-crowned Kinglets showed
declines. Townsend’s Solitaires invaded

the prairies this fall; a record six at
Saskatoon doubled the previous high
and three were seen at Swift Current. 

Native sparrow numbers increased
over last year. Regina and Saskatoon
each had lingering White-throated,
while Swift Current reported four
Harris’s. Snow Bunting totals jumped
significantly from last year. The declin-
ing Rusty Blackbird was noticeable by
its absence, while a count week Brewer’s
was unusually far north at Kinloch.
House Finch numbers showed a decline
for the third straight year. As with other
introduced species, we can perhaps
expect the population of this species to
eventually stabilize at a lower number
than its peak of a few years ago. 

Nineteen species of waterfowl were
reported in Alberta. Just over 20,000
Canada Geese were tallied in the count
period, a 6 percent decrease from the
10-year average. Mallards increased 39
percent this year over the 10-year aver-
age. American Wigeon was absent for
the first time since 1977. White-winged
Scoter and Long-tailed Duck lingered
on the Bow River long enough to be
counted on the Banff-Canmore and
Calgary counts, respectively. Wabamun
Lake reported the only Ruddy Ducks.
Nunavut claimed a single waterfowl
species (8 Common Eider in Rankin
Inlet) and a Snow Goose was observed
on the Norman Wells, NT, count. 

Ring-necked Pheasant numbers
increased 25 percent over the 10-year
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Great Gray Owl (Strix nebulosa), Cold
Lake, Alberta.  Photo/Bill Bretsch


