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AUDUBO N M IN N ESOTA VIEW

In mid-September my family and I traveled to Duluth to see the spectacle 
that is raptor migration along the North Shore during the Fall Festival 

hosted by Hawk Ridge Nature Preserve. 
Everyone welcomed my family and wanted to make sure we had a 

tremendous experience – especially our daughters. At the kids table, my 
daughters were “banded” (884 and 885) and their “wingspan” was recorded. 
They were promised, that if they returned next year, they’d be recaptured and 
their measurements would be taken again.

Solvei, our 5 year old, wanted to 
go back early Sunday so we were 
there when it was just the counters 
and several volunteers setting up. 
The banders must have been there 
also because before too long someone 
approached us and asked Solvei if she 
had ever seen a Magnolia Warbler. 
He showed her this gorgeous bird and 
asked if she wanted to release it. With 

wide eyes, she held out both hands as flat and still as possible as they set the 
bird in her hand. I’m not sure whose heart was racing the fastest. This intrepid 
migrant, recently banded, crouched in Solvei’s hand for what seemed like an 
eternity but must have been 2 or 3 seconds. Then it jumped up and was gone in 
a rush. 

There it was – a leap of faith. A leap of faith by the bird. A leap of faith by 
all the volunteers and staff who make bird conservation possible. And a leap of 
faith by all of us who seek to allow nature to inspire people – young and old – 
in the knowledge that inspiration will turn to care and a lifetime of devotion.  

Your support makes these important leaps of faith possible. Thank you.  

Leap of Faith
Inspiration that can turn to care and a lifetime of devotion

By Matthew Anderson

Audubon Minnesota is dedicated to 
protecting Minnesota’s birds and the 
habitat that supports them. Through 
science, advocacy, outreach and on-
the-ground engagement, we work to 
inspire people to value and protect the 
natural world that sustains us all. 

You can help build a shared future for 
birds and people! Your tax-deductible 
gift will strengthen our conservation 
efforts, help Minnesota birds thrive, 
and protect valuable habitat. Donate  
online at mn.audubon.org. Thank you!

Audubon Minnesota is a 501(c)(3) 
charitable organization and a Better 
Business Bureau accredited charity. 

State Board of Directors
Deborah Reynolds Chair of the Board
Gene Merriam Vice-Chair
Paul Egeland Treasurer
Ed Reilly Secretary
Suzanne Blue
Claire Dempsey
Joel Dunnette
Jan Green
Doug Harr

Staff Members
Matthew Anderson Executive Director
Katie Burns Outreach Coordinator
Joanna Eckles Bird-Friendly 

Communities Manager
Kristin Hall Conservation Manager
Bonita Jenné Development Manager
Ashley Peters Communications Manager
Tim Schlagenhaft Community 

Conservation Coordinator
Sue Swanson Office/Finance Manager

Volunteering is for the Birds!
Become an Audubon Minnesota 
volunteer to help protect birds and the 
habitats we share with them. Contact 
Katie Burns, at 651-739-9332, ext 120, 
email kburns@audubon.org.
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1 Water Street West, Suite 200
Saint Paul, MN 55107   651.739.9332
mn.audubon.org

http://https://give.audubon.org/Giving/Page/85/1/85
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In honor of Earth Day, Aveda has 
set aside the entire month of 

April each year to celebrate and 
raise funds to protect the earth 
and its people. Since 1999, the 
Aveda network and its guests have 
raised more than $44 million to help 
support organizations that directly 
affect environmental changes. And, 
since 2007, more than $38 million has 
supported projects that protect clean 
water at home and around the world. 

Funds are raised thanks to the 
passion of the network of Aveda em-
ployees and salon/spa professionals 
who host events and fundraisers to 

support regional partners who work 
to protect clean water and educate 
citizens about water issues. Audubon 
has been an Aveda Earth Month 
Partner since 2007.

This year, through Catwalks for 
Water, Appointments for the Earth, 
Cut-a-thons, and other fundraising 
activities, Aveda raised over $195,000 
for Audubon Minnesota, one of its 
35 North American Earth Month 
partners. 

Audubon thanks the Aveda 
network for its time, energy, and 
passion to raise awareness and funds 
for clean water. Audubon Minnesota 
will use Earth Month donations to 
work with partners in protecting 
clean water and educating citizens 
about regional water issues that 
affect birds and people.  

Thank You 
Aveda Earth Month 2015  
raises funds for clean water

PAR TN E R S I N CO NSE RVATIO N

Audubon is a proud member of the

Reed canary grass, an invasive species, is mowed to give newly planted tree seedlings more 
sunlight to grow (top photo). The grass will be mowed again next spring until the tree seedlings 
can compete on their own. Funds raised through Aveda Earth Month activities support this 
conservation work along the Mississippi River in southeastern Minnesota.

Partnering with the best

Audubon Minnesota’s ambitious 
conservation goals require us 

to work in partnership. We look for 
partners who are the best at what 
they do, who share our conservation 
goals, and who complement what we 
already do by bringing a new set of 
skills or area of expertise to bear. 

The Minnesota Land Trust is one 
of those partners. When Audubon 
Minnesota wanted to explore how to 
improve the Aspen Prairie Parkland 
in northwest Minnesota, we realized 
that conserving some of the few 
remaining acres of grassland and 
wetland in that area was essential. 

Without direct experience in 
conservation easements, we sought 
out the Minnesota Land Trust – 
an organization that was already 
familiar with Audubon’s Important 
Bird Area (IBA) program having 
used it for years when speaking to 
land owners about the conservation 
value of their property. 

Together we quickly realized that 
we could accomplish more through 
partnership. Ultimately we applied 
for and were recently awarded a $1.7 
million grant from the Lessard-Sams 
Outdoor Heritage Council to pursue 
conservation and restoration of 
grasslands and wetlands within IBAs 
in northwest Minnesota. 

Audubon Minnesota looks 
forward to partnering with the 
Minnesota Land Trust in the future 
as we work to protect the forests, 
prairies, and wetlands within 
Minnesota’s 57 IBAs. 

Working 
Together
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With an artist’s eye, Miranda 
Brandon studied each of the 

birds she picked up as a Project 
BirdSafe volunteer – each one killed 
by crashing into a window in the Twin 
Cities. She noted the subtleties and 
the incredible beauty in the details 
seldom seen otherwise. And she 
contemplated how to portray their 
plight. She began taking photos – a 
few at first, all at close range – then 
more and more until she captured 
every angle with precision.

And so it began. As a Master of 
Fine Arts student at the University 
of Minnesota, Miranda’s creative 
mind was working overtime – 
shaping her thesis project. The 
few photos became dozens, then a 
hundred or more of each individual 
bird. An idea solidified and a project 
was hatched. Miranda compiled 
and meticulously manipulated those 
individual photos to create one 
single, supremely detailed, large 
scale image of each bird as it might 

experience the moment of impact. 
Her collection of images, now 
titled Impact includes over a dozen 
species from the Ruby-throated 
Hummingbird to the Indigo 
Bunting to the American Redstart, 
all enlarged from 6 to 12 times their 
natural size.

On first seeing Miranda’s images, 
Bell Museum Curator Don Luce 
said, “I was startled by their unique 
presentation. The bird was isolated 
on a white background with only 
its own reflection showing. The size 
made the beauty and details of the 
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bird brought up to a human scale 
and also made the tragedy of their 
death explicit. It was clear to me that 
these birds had died on impact with 
glass.” 

Little did Miranda know that 
project would go from a gallery 
show as part of her Master’s thesis 
work to a solo show as a Bell Mu-
seum “Showcase Artist” to a Jerome 
Emerging Artist Fellowship and 
now to the cover of Audubon maga-
zine! Not only has Miranda been rec-
ognized as an emerging artist but she 
has also made an impact with Impact 
– helping increase awareness of this 
emerging conservation issue with a 
whole new audience. 

By Joanna Eckles

Making Impact
Giving visual voice to  
the plight of birds

Audubon Minnesota helped to tell the story of bird-window collisions as part of Miranda’s Bell 
Museum exhibit Impact. Graphic panels explained the problem and our work to promote solutions 
through Project BirdSafe. We displayed samples of safer glass and installed three types of film on 
exhibit windows to showcase available solutions for problem windows.

CR E ATI NG BIR D - FR IE N DLY COMMUN ITIES
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Reducing bird-window collisions 
is one key strategy to help make 

communities more bird friendly. 
Through Project BirdSafe we have 
been raising awareness, conducting 
research and promoting solutions to 
this pervasive problem since 2007. 

To spread the word, Bird-
friendly Communities Manager 
Joanna Eckles submitted a proposal, 
auditioned and was selected to give a 
TED talk on Bird-friendly Design. 

Bird-friendly or Bird-safe Design 
isn’t about one concrete action 
or a single product but rather a 
combination of design decisions that 
accomplish a goal – to keep birds 
from flying into glass. te
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As volunteer positions go, 
Project BirdSafe is pretty 

unique. Since 2007 we’ve deployed 
over 50 volunteers to walk the streets 
of Minneapolis and St. Paul in search 
of answers. What birds are flying 

TED talking
Bird-friendly design featured on 
the notorious red-dot stage

Project BirdSafe volunteers  
lend a variety of skills

Dawn Patrol

By Joanna Eckles

into windows, where, and in what 
relative proportions? Walking along 
designated routes, they pick up any 
birds they find dead or injured from 
window collisions. They record their 
exact location along the route and 
deliver the tiny perfect victims to 
our freezer. Or, if everyone is lucky, 
the birds are released to continue 
their journey or taken to the Wildlife 
Rehabilitation Center of Minnesota  
for treatment. 

BirdSafe volunteers also lend (and 
hone) their bird identification skills 
after each spring and fall monitoring 
season. They come together to verify 
and enter data on all the birds found 
over the course of the season. 

This fall we are finishing up our 
9th year (18th season) of monitoring 
these routes. Over those years, 
Project BirdSafe volunteers have 
walked 2,300 routes, contributing 
3,500 hours, helping us better 
understand and ultimately reduce 
this threat to birds. 
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Over 130 bird species have been recovered 
from building collisions in Minnesota including  
White-throated Sparrows.

This talk, like our work to inform 
designers and architects, pinpoints 
why birds hit windows and high-
lights existing and future solutions 
that can reduce or eliminate the 
problem.

If you have bird-window colli-
sions at home, there are solutions – 
they vary depending on where your 
problems are and what you’re willing 
and able to install. 

Watch Joanna's TED talk. 

Veteran Project BirdSafe Volunteers Elizabeth 
Closmore (left) and Helen Wang consult each 
other over the identity of a bird found during 
window collision monitoring. 

http://mn.audubon.org/birdsafe-homes
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1xD_7n0WJ1Y
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Swift Success
Chimney Swift enthusiasts  
help elevate IBA status

By Joanna Eckles

Who would have thought 
sitting in your lawn chair 

watching an amazing avian 
aerial display on a late summer 
evening would result in a new 
conservation victory? Thanks to the 
enthusiastic efforts of hundreds of 
volunteers participating in Audubon 
Minnesota’s annual statewide 
Chimney Swift Sit, two Minnesota 
Important Bird Areas (IBAs) 
have been designated as globally 
significant for migrating Swifts. 

We organize the Chimney Swift 
Sit every fall over the last weekends 
of both July and August. It is a 
statewide shout-out to everyone to 
get outside, stake-out a roost, count 
swifts and introduce a friend to this 
awesome phenomena. 

People gather near a known or 
suspected roosting site – usually 
the chimney of a school, church or 
business – just before dusk. With any 
luck, the birds will begin to gather, 

in some cases building to hundreds 
or even more than a thousand. They 
swirl and dive, sometimes in chaos, 
sometimes in unison, around the 
chimney until by some unseen cue, 
they begin dropping in – a few at 
a time at first and then so fast you 
may have to count by 2s or 5s or 10s. 
Chimney Swift Sit volunteers have 

Greg Munson worked with a team in Preston 
Minnesota to have this 16-foot Chimney Swift 
tower built and the historic 50-foot roosting 
site in the background restored.

logged over 8,000 hours over the past 
7 years counting almost 10,000 swifts 
in 2014 in 29 cities.

Chimney Swifts are a familiar 
and fascinating species that, accord-
ing to Breeding Bird Survey data, 
have declined an average of 1.5% per 
year from 1966-2009, with an overall 
decline in Minnesota of 48%. The 
“Sit” has provided us with the docu-
mentation needed to show that these 
IBAs regularly surpass the criteria 
needed to reach global status, that is, 
the observation of over 240 roosting 
swifts during the migratory season. 
Both IBAs have roosts that account 
for more than triple the number 
needed to qualify for global status. 
•	Upper Minnesota River Valley 

IBA - high count 1,030 swifts 
(single event)

•	St Croix Bluffs IBA - high count 
970 swifts (single event)
These IBAs are not only where 

Chimney Swifts are consistently 
documented roosting in large 
numbers during migration, but they 
provide critical foraging and nesting 
habitats for these birds as well. 

At the Sit this year, a faithful 
group in Preston, Minnesota 
gathered to watch a favorite roost. 
Greg Munson was watching through 
binoculars focused on counting 
birds entering the elementary school 
chimney. He wrote to say “the most 
exciting part of the night was when I 
started seeing birds flying by taking 
up my whole field of view. A quick 
glance away from the binoculars and 
I saw why. There was a lower circle 
of swifts that passing very close to 
us on their way to the nesting tower 
we had built! It made me feel good 
about not only the restoration of the 
big chimney, but also construction of 
the tower. All involved in the project, 
including many from Zumbro 
Valley Audubon, as well as Audubon 
Minnesota, should feel good about 
this conservation effort.” 

Over the summer, seven young Chimney Swifts were taken for some TLC to the WRCMN (Wildlife 
Rehabilitation Center of Minnesota). With summer waning, migration underway, and rehabilitation 
complete, they needed a flock! Audubon Minnesota consulted our Chimney Swift Sit records and 
found a flock nearby. One by one each of the seven birds were released into a swirling flock of 
hundreds. Thank you WRCMN, Swift Sitters and Mahtomedi High School!

CR E ATI NG BIR D - FR IE N DLY COMMUN ITIES
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PROTEC TING WETL AN DS,  L AK ES AN D R IVE RS

Ever wonder what elected 
officials do when the legislative 

session is over? Perhaps their theme 
song is “Summer Time and the 
living is easy.” Okay, not likely, but 
summer is a time for decision makers 
to return to their home district, meet 
with constituents and make sure 
they are staying connected with the 
communities they represent. 

Audubon took this as the perfect 
opportunity to invite them out 
into the ecological communities 
they represent. This summer we 
hosted 5 birding breakfasts with 
elected officials and decision makers 
in Important Bird Areas (IBAs) 
throughout the state. 

The headliner events were a 
boat trip in the Mississippi River 
Valley - Lake Pepin IBA and a bus 
tour of Camp Ripley-Pillsbury-
Lake Alexander IBA. Our aim: to 
go birding. There was no political 

agenda since birding is bipartisan. 
We just wanted to show them places 
that we care about, give them an 
experience with birds that inspires 
them, and introduce them to our 
work. All local representatives were 
invited and the 34 who were able to 
attend were totally engaged. 

At one of the first events, hosted 
at Old Cedar Avenue Bridge in 
Bloomington, we discussed water 
quality and how an intact ecosystem 

This iridescent Barn Swallow landed on the boardwalk railing near our birding group at the Old 
Cedar Avenue Bridge giving us a stunning view of just how beautiful some of our more common 
birds can be. Barn Swallows are habitat generalists, but often forage for insects over open water.

Representing 
Themselves
Providing opportunities to 
connect with nature’s campaign

By Kristin Hall
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Once the Barn Swallow took to foraging again, the birding group headed back to their daily routine 
feeling inspired by taking the time to connect with the natural world – an easily overlooked but 
essential part of our community.
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provides systematic ecological 
services we all depend on. But it was 
a serenading Common Yellowthroat 
and unabashed Barn Swallow that 
stole the show. 

On the boat tour we highlighted 
our floodplain forest restoration 
efforts and goals to reintroduce 
natural water level flows along the 
Mississippi River. But of course, 
the Bald Eagles and an outstanding 
view of a Belted Kingfisher were 
the real attention grabbers. On the 
bus tour, as if on cue, an ambassador 
for oak savannahs, the Red-headed 
Woodpecker, alighted on a burned 
snag only 20 feet away from us right 
when we were talking about the 
unique and dynamic habitat mosaic 
found at Camp Ripley, where three 
ecological regions meet. 

We often talk about Audubon 
being the voice of birds – the 
representatives of ecological issues 
in the political arena. But really, the 
birds, wildlife and habitats represent 
themselves when given the chance. 
We simply provided an audience for 
a show that is ongoing, inspiring, and 
enlightening – if you know where to 
look for it. lu

ke
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Working for a clean energy 
future and a healthy climate 

is no small task. It is no longer 
okay to deny climate change and to 
avoid offering solutions. We are in 
an era of solutions when it comes 
to clean energy and climate change. 
Minnesota’s towns and cities, along 
with our state government, can lead 
when it comes to supporting clean, 
renewable energy. 

Over the past six months Audu-
bon has expanded its advocacy efforts 
to promote clean energy while work-
ing to identify and protect climate 
strongholds throughout Minnesota.

Audubon has recently formalized 
a partnership with Conservation 
Minnesota to engage our statewide 
members at the grassroots level. We  
believe that Minnesotans’ strongly 
held conservation ethic is the fuel 
that can power our state’s further 
transition to a clean, renewable 
energy economy.   

Audubon and Conservation 
Minnesota have hired five 
community coordinators to work 
locally with members from Duluth 
to Rochester and across the Twin 

Cities metro area. These coordinators 
are helping municipal utilities 
choose renewable energy, providing 
educational presentations to local 
groups, and conducting advocacy 
trainings for concerned citizens. 

Minnesotans are motivated to 
usher in an era of clean, renewable 
energy. Many are excited about the 
cost savings or reducing their carbon 
footprint. Some believe we should 
be at the forefront of the next great 
economic boon. 

Regardless of the motivation, 
the outcome of a cleaner energy 
future will be healthier communities 

and healthier, more stable bird 
populations. Audubon’s climate 
report predicts American White 
Pelicans, Trumpeter Swans, and 
Common Loons will be gone from 
Minnesota by 2080 unless we move 
quickly to a clean energy economy. 

These species need us to 
make clean energy choices and 
investments. By spreading the clean 
energy word, more and more of us, 
including our elected officials and 
business leaders, will make choices 
and investments to help shape a clean 
energy future. 

SHAPI NG A CLE AN E N E RGY FUTUR E

No Small Task
Working to protect climate 
strongholds in Minnesota

By Matthew Anderson
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Double Your 
Donation!
New donations will be matched, 
dollar-for-dollar, up to $10,000!

Audubon Minnesota has 
received a generous matching 

gift pledge from the Smikis 
Foundation for new donations. 
Gifts from new donors will be 
matched, up to $10,000! 

If you have never made a 
donation to Audubon Minnesota, 
please donate today. Your gift 
will be doubled and will be put 
work immediately to deliver bird 
conservation results statewide.

Audubon Minnesota is 
responsible for raising all of the 
funds needed to support Audubon's 
work in Minnesota. Every dollar 
donated directly to Audubon 
Minnesota goes to work in our state.

Donate online at our secure site.

STAY CO N N EC TE D!
Questions? Comments?  
Email us: 
mnaudubon@audubon.org

Donate online 24/7: 
mn.audubon.org   
Click on the Donate button

Follow us on Facebook: 
facebook.com/Audubon-
Minnesota

https://secure.audubon.org/site/Donation2;jsessionid=92CA2F762EB286D8ABD49B4991DBB63E.app330a?df_id=1960&1960.donation=form1
mailto:mnaudubon%40audubon.org?subject=
http://mn.audubon.org
https://www.facebook.com/Audubon-Minnesota-346414614988/
https://www.facebook.com/Audubon-Minnesota-346414614988/

